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Barley Lane Montessori Day Nursery

English as an Additional language Policy
Statement of Intent
This policy details our arrangements to recognise and meet the needs of pupils who are learning English as an additional language. That is, pupils who have a home language other than English and who are in the process of learning to use English as an additional language through immersion in the curriculum and the broader life of the school.

Throughout this policy, and in other related policies and documents, these pupils are referred to as “E.A.L. pupils.”

Our E.A.L. pupils generally come from a small range of ethnic groups, are generally from a range of backgrounds and generally have different linguistic backgrounds. Our E.A.L. pupils generally arrive in school having had little or no exposure to English language and culture. They generally arrive in our school with some prior experience of school and with some literacy skills in their home language

Aims
· To be proactive in removing barriers that stand in the way of our E.A.L. pupils learning and success.

· To meet our responsibilities to our E.A.L. pupils by ensuring their equal access to the curriculum (and other educational opportunities) and the achievement of their educational potential.

· To provide our E.A.L. pupils with a safe, welcoming, nurturing environment where they are accepted, valued and encouraged to participate.

Methods
At Barley Lane Montessori Day Nursery we believe that our E.A.L. children are entitled to opportunities for educational success that are equal to those of our English speaking children. The multilingualism of our E.A.L. pupils enriches our school and our community. We do not consider E.A.L. children to be are not a homogenous group; their needs vary according to a range of factors. We believe that well planned, mainstream sessions or classes in appropriately organised areas, and provide the best environment for E.A.L children to become fluent in the English language.

At the Nursery we do not consider it to be a “learning difficulty” if English is not the first or “home language” of a child. Thus E.A.L. children are not classed as having Special Educational Needs.

We will:

· Plan for and provide appropriate stimuli for language development.

· Encourage E.A.L. pupils to use English by generating opportunities for active participation in group activities.
· Be aware of the language we, our Nursery staffs, use and provide suitable contextual clues for E.A.L. pupils.

· Be aware that our Nursery’s culture and environment (e.g. teaching, learning, procedures, routines and practices) may differ from the school culture that our E.A.L. pupils are familiar with.

· Plan for and provide specific time for pupils with E.A.L. needs.

· Be aware that an E.A.L. pupil’s social language (normally acquired when they are around 2 years) may be much more advanced than their academic language (which can take 7-10 years to reach native-speaker levels).
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