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Barleymont Fairlop Montessori Nursery

Ethos of working with babies POLICY
At Barleymont our Baby rooms are staffed with experienced and qualified practitioners with a minimum of level 3 recognized qualifications in Childcare and Education.

Our “Baby rooms” are equipped with a range of resources to support children’s growth and development. The resources are accessible to children to encourage them to become independent and develop spontaneous, exploratory play. The Baby rooms are furnished with suitable equipment for feeding, rest and play to comfort and support children’s daily routine. When children start our nurseries we ask parents / carers about their preferred routines for their children. This information is recorded and it contributes to children’s daily care plan in the nursery setting.

Baby Room Settling-in

We understand that babies will need to establish a close relationship with a key person who can meet their individual needs in order for them to thrive. We also understand that young babies may need a longer time and extra care to adapt to unfamiliar people and a new environment; hence we offer a very relaxed and flexible settling in time which can be extended up to 4 weeks to both babies and parents. Our aim is to make children settle in happily and to integrate new families in our existing nursery community.

After two weeks of starting our nursery your child’s key person will have a review meeting with you to discuss your child’s progress. This will also be an opportunity for you raise any concerns or ask any questions you have regarding your child’s progress or about the nursery setting.

Our Company ethos is to enable an environment which provides both indoor and outdoor provision and includes adequate age/stage appropriate resources and positive displays. We aim to provide a positive environment which acknowledges that every child is unique and will develop their own pace and style of learning.

We aim to provide high quality care and education in our baby rooms where parents/carers work in partnership with our nurseries and have the opportunity to shape its provision through a warm, welcoming and inclusive environment and right ratios of 1:3

Each child will be allocated a ‘Key-Person’ to support them to make appropriate progress for his/her age and stage of abilities. We aim to take all our babies outdoors every day in all weathers unless the weather is a threat to children’s safety. (Children who are well enough to attend nursery will not be restricted from the opportunity to participate in outdoor play).

Our Nurseries will provide a range of surfaces to enhance children’s experience of the outdoor e.g. tables and chairs for activities, floor mats, soft tarmac, play house, climbing frame, bean bags, etc.


Parents and children are welcome to make or put forward ideas to adapt and improve the outdoor facilities including planting and the available resources. Ideas can be shared verbally or put in our “suggestion box” which is placed in the entrance hallway along with the parent’s sign in/out clipboard.

We understand that babies will join our Nurseries with a sleep routine that has already been established within their family environment. Baby’s sleep pattern is an important part of their routine and is a vital contribution to the baby’s health, growth and development. Our ethos are to accommodate all new baby’s established and unique sleeping patterns by letting babies decide when they want to sleep and accommodating their sleeping needs by placing them in a cot, bed or on a mat as preferred by the child /parents / carers. We allow children to wake up naturally from their sleep and we comfort them and provide for them according to parents guidance noted in their child’s care plan.

We aim to notify parents/carers promptly if we see changes in the child’s/children’s skin, e.g. a skin rash.

All Parents, practitioners and visitors remove their outdoor shoes / sandals/ boots before entering the Baby room in the interest of the health and safety of the babies.
Each child has their own basket/bag to hand to keep their nappies or pull-ups and changing wipes and any creams or lotion provided by the parents. Practitioners ensure that nappy changing is relaxed and an opportunity for key person to bond with the baby.
We aim to ensure babies are feeling comfortable at all times by having the right room temperature and keeping babies at the right body temperature. 

Visitors to the baby room are kept to a minimum due to the personal, social and emotional wellbeing of the children as babies can sometimes find strangers distressing.
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