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FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION (FMG) POLICY

FGM is a serious form of child abuse and violence against women and girls. It has been illegal in the UK since 1985 and boroughs have a statutory duty to safeguard children and protect and promote the welfare of all women and girls.

Now the government is making it mandatory for Educational institutions like our Nursery to report any incident of FGM they suspect or are aware of.

FGM is the practice, traditional in some cultures, of partially or totally removing the external genitalia of girls and young women for non-medical reasons. FGM is sometimes referred to as “cutting”, female circumcision, Sunna or Khifad. The practice has been illegal in the United Kingdom since 1985. This means that it is an offence for anyone to perform FGM here or to arrange for a girl to be taken abroad for FGM. FGM is performed on young women and girls at different ages, depending on the community or ethnic group that carries it out. In some cases, FGM is carried out on babies or infants. In other cases, FGM is carried out as a ‘rite of passage’ at a later stage in a girl’s life. The procedure can be extremely risky and it is often carried out by someone with no medical training, without anaesthetic or using unsterilized equipment.

Why is FGM a Safeguarding Issue:

FGM is a form of child abuse, an act of violence and violation of human rights. It can lead to both short term and long term physical, emotional difficulties and in extreme cases, death. Immediate physical issues can include severe pain, haemorrhaging and infections. Longer term consequences are scarring, permanent damage to sexual and reproductive organs, infertility, difficulties during labour etc. mental health can be severely affected by depression. Here at Barley Lane Montessori Day Nursery, we have the statutory duty to safeguard and protect the welfare of our children and this includes those at risk from FGM.

At Barley Lane Montessori Day Nursery we are aware that Early Years managers and staff are key to the identification of girls who may be at risk of FGM and are aware of the risk factors for FGM and know how to report concerns. As part of an effective key person approach, managers and staff are able to develop ongoing relationships with the female children and their families in their care, which make them well placed to identify changes in the girls’ behaviour or physical wellbeing. They might also be the only professionals who are aware that a girl from a practicing community is travelling to a country where FGM is practiced and that she may be at risk on this trip. 

As part of the key person approach, staff members are responsible for their key children’s intimate care needs i.e. changing girls’ nappies or clothes or assisting girls to use the toilet. Staff members at Barley Lane Montessori Pre-School and After-School Centre have undergone Safeguarding training which enables them to be alert to physical indicators that a girl/girl baby has had FGM and know how to report these concerns, which as with all Safeguarding procedures
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What are the signs that a girl might be at risk of, or has already undergone FGM?

The following are some signs that a girl may be at risk of FGM:

· The family belongs to a community in which FGM is practiced

· The family makes preparations for the girl to take a holiday, planning an absence from school

· The girl talks about a ‘special procedure/ceremony that is going to take place.

· There is an awareness by a health professional that the procedure has already taken place with other females members of the family

The following are some signs that FGM may already have taken place:

· Prolonged absence from setting and noticeable behaviour change on return to school

· Avoidance of specific lessons or activities – particularly physical activities, giving reasons of bladder or abdominal problems

· Difficulties in sitting in class or looking uncomfortable whilst seated

· Complaints about pain or talking about something that someone did that they are not allowed to talk about.

The above are a number of potential indicators, however, it should be noted that these list are not exhaustive and FGM should not be assumed just on the basis of someone presenting with one or more of these warning signs. These could also be indicators of other types of abuse such as forced marriage or sexual abuse that will also require a multi-agency response.

Here at Barley Lane Montessori Day Nursery we have trained our staff members to be aware of this issue as they undertake direct work with the children.

The FGM mandatory reporting duty is a legal duty provided for in the FGM Act 2003 (as amended by the Serious Crime Act 2015) introduces a mandatory reporting duty which now imposes a duty on all childcare professional and teachers in England and Wales to report ‘known’ cases of FGM in under 18s which they identify in the course of their professional work to the police. This duty applies from 31 October 2015 onwards

What to do if you suspect a girl or young woman is at risk of FGM?

1. You can now apply for a FGM Protective Order – this is a new provision that allows a girl who is at risk of FGM  or a ‘relevant third party’ to apply to the court for an order to impose restrictions or requirements on a person or persons with the aim of preventing FGM
2. Report any concern regarding FGM to the Child Protection and Assessment team (CPAT): CPAT.Referrals@redbridge.gov.uk, or 02087083885 or 02087085825 (after 17:00 or at weekends).
3. Redbridge MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub)

Tel: 020 8708 3885
4. If you think you are in immediate danger of being cut or of being taken abroad to undergo FGM you can call the police (dial 999) OR if you are concerned that a child's welfare is at risk because of FGM, call the NPSCC's confidential free helpline on 0800 028 3550.
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