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Barley Lane Montessori Pre-School and After School Centre
Premises and Equipment Policy

We believe that high quality care and education is promoted by providing children with safe, clean, attractive, age and stage appropriate resources, toys and equipment provided within the most suitable and comfortable premises where there is enough space and freedom to play.
We aim to provide children with resources and equipment which help to consolidate and extend their knowledge, skills, interests and aptitudes.
Premises:

At Barley Lane Montessori Pre-School and After School Centre, we have ample space for the children to play, learn and flourish.

The Centre is located in a large Church Hall that would ordinarily hold 150 people. This is used to accommodate the different age groups that we cater for. Although there are no longer any restrictions as per the number of children we can accommodate at the Centre, we ensure that we do not exceed 40 children in order that the space and equipment’s would be more than adequate for the children.

· Our Toddler’s Section (2-3 year olds), are provided for in compliance with OfSTED’s regulation. In addition to the total of six toilets which is shared with the other age groups, we also have a nappy changing area with hand basins for use by the children only. We provide a comfortable bed shift for any child who wants to sleep, although we do not have an enforced sleep time.
· Our Pre-schoolers Section (for children ages 3 – 5 years), are provided for in compliance with OfSTED’s regulation. They share in the use of the six toilets on the Centre complete with hand basins. Few of the Pre-Schoolers require a nap time, but those that do are given a comfortable bed shift upon which they can sleep..

The hall has access to the garden via the double doors. The garden is in compliance with OfSTED’s regulation according to size and is divided into sections to provide for different kinds of play areas for the children. The outdoor play area is furnished with items safe for children and helps them to develop playing with each other and discovering things.

The Staff are provided locker on site where they can keep their personal belongings and they can relax outside the Centre when they are not on duty.

Parents/Carers are encouraged to pick up their children from the Hall directly. Children are only released to known or named persons. The Centre does not release children to anyone that is not known as a designated Parent/carer or anyone that the Centre has not been given written prior notice that they will be picking the children. When an unknown person is being sent by the Parent/Carer to pick up the child, a password system is in place for us to identify the person, and they are advised to also bring along a picture identification of themselves.
Equipment’s:
In order to achieve our aim:

· We provide play equipment and resources which are safe and, where applicable, conform to the BSEN safety standards of Toys (Safety) Regulation (1995).

· We provide a sufficient quantity of equipment and resources for the number of children.
· We provide resources which promote all areas of children’s learning and development, which may be child or adult led.

· We select books, equipment and resources which promote positive images of people of all races, cultures and abilities, are non-discriminatory and avoid racial and gender stereotyping.

· We provide play equipment and resources which promote continuity and progression, provide sufficient challenge and meet the needs and interests of all children.

· We provide made, natural and recycled materials which are clean, in good condition and safe for the children to use.

· We provide furniture which is suitable for children and furniture which is suitable for adults.

· We store and display recourses and equipment where children can independently choose and select them.

· We check all resources and equipment regularly as they are set out at the beginning of each day and put away at the end of each day.  We repair and clean, or replace any unsafe, worn out, dirty or damaged equipment.

· We keep an inventory of resources and equipment.  This will record the date on which each item was purchased and the price paid for it.

· We use the inventory to:

· Review the balance of resources and equipment so that they can support a range of activities across all areas of play, learning and development; and

· Record the dates and results of checking the resources and equipment.

· We provide adequate insurance cover for the Centre resources and equipment.
· We plan the provision of activities and appropriate resources so that a balance of familiar equipment and resources and new exciting challenges is offered.
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