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Barleymont Fairlop Montessori Nursery

TRANSITION POLICY

At Barleymont Fairlop Montessori Nursery we realise that transition to new settings is a major event in the lives of young children and can be an anxious time for both the children and their parents/carers. We need to ensure that the move from either one room in the Nursery to another or Pre-school to nursery or School is made as smooth as possible with as little disruption to the child as is feasible.
We will reassure parents/carers at all times that anxiety about going to school/another room is quite common for children and can affect their normal behaviour. We will support the children and their parent/carers in this important stage of their lives.
This is accomplished in the following manner:

Transition from One room in the Nursery to another – 
· For children transitioning from Babies (Under 2’s – Investigators and Explorers) to Snowdrops (young toddlers), and from Snowdrops (young toddlers) to Buttercups (Toddlers), and then from Buttercups (Toddlers) to Bluebells (Preschool) transition will always be supported by understanding practitioners.

· Parents will be consulted and informed before any moves take place. Depending upon the child’s age and stage transition will be planned.
· A personalized transition plan will be drafted for each individual child keeping in mind their needs and interests. For example some children might settle half a day in a week and gradually transition full time, for others it might be a full day transition.

Transition from Pre-School to Nursery/School – 
Children from Barley Lane Montessori Day Nursery go to many different primary schools. To enable the children to have some knowledge of the school they are going to and prepare the children for the transition staff will:-

· Try not to put too much emphasis on the move, especially for those children going to school.

· Read books about going to school/nursery.

· Encourage children who will attend the same school to play together.

· Find out as early as possible which school each child will attend.

· Have photo books of the schools the children go to available in their class.
· Have circle time sessions discussing worries about starting in a new school and strategies to help them e.g. making new friends, what do I say?
· Arrange visits to the different settings with the child’s key person.

· Send a letter to each school explaining that the child has attended pre-school and inviting reception class teachers to visit.
· Invite the reception staff to our “Reception Teacher’s Tea” to discuss each child’s progress and their final report to be sent to the receiving primary school.
· Encourage parents/carers to visit the new school with their child.
· Invite children to bring in a packed lunch for the last week of attendance at the preschool.

Children with Special Needs and Disabilities (SEND) – 

It is recognised that Children with Special Needs may need a longer transition period between phases. This will be carefully planned for, involving the SENCO, Key person, Teacher, Child, Parent/Carers and primary school staff. 

How would we support SEN children when they are transitioning to primary school from nursery?
We recognise that ‘moving on’ can be difficult for a child with SEN and take steps to ensure that any transition is as smooth as possible. Hence we would:

· We will contact the new school’s Inclusion manager and ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements or support that need to be made for the child. 
· We will make sure that all records about the child are passed on as soon as possible. 
· If the child would be helped by a book to support them understand moving on then it will be made for them. 
· Where possible the child will visit their new school on several occasions. They may visit at different times of day when a child may struggle.
· In some cases staff or reception teachers from the new school will visit the child in this school before they start.  
· In some cases, a transition meeting will be held with all parents/carers and all professionals involved including the receiving school’s SENCo to pass on information and make transition arrangements.  
· In some cases, the child’s one to one support worker will accompany the child to their next school for an agreed period of time to help settle them in.   
· Reception teachers from all receiving schools are invited to attend a “session in the nursery” to share information on children who are transitioning.
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